Autumn Raptor Migration Summary 1999
by Jennifer Ottinger and Keith L. Bildstein

Thirteen watchsites and one
transect (Broadwing SEPT) reported
counts. for autumn 1999 {Tahble 1).
Counts were conducted for from 138 to
1129 hours at each =ite or transect, for
& total of 7490 hours: A total of
122,112 raptors representing 18
species was reported, One new
watchsite, Bradv's Bend in western
Pennsylvania, was added, replacing
the McVille zite that was used last
vear. In addition, Sterrett's Gap
reparted thiz year for the first time
sinee 1993, Swainsen's Hawks (Buten
swatnsont) were observed at four
watchsites in 1992 Jack's Mountain,
Militia Hiil, Rocky Ridge, and Second
Mountain, In addition, a Gyrfaleon
(Falea rusticolus) was seen at Stone
Mountain in early December.,

Count efforts  (hours af
observation) at most watchsites were
stmilar to thosze in 1998 (GE38 total
hours in 1855 vs 7021 hours in 1999,
up 3%; not including transects). Five
watchsites (Allegheny Front, Hawk
Mountain, Little Gap, Second
Mountzain, and Wagponers Gap) lopged
in more than 700 hours of effort in
1989, The larpest increase in
observation time was at Second
Meuntain - where 1077 hours were
logeed, boosting their effort by 18%
|65 hours| over last year. Allegheny
Front increased its effort by 8% (664 in
1888 vs 719 in 1999), There were
substantial decreases in cotnt effort at
Council Cup (down 39%: 227 hours in
1928 vs 138 hours in 1999), Jack's
Mountain (down 28%; 370 hours in
1095 v= 263 hours in 1999}, and Rocky
Ridge (down 18%: 193 in 19588 vs 158
in 1999,

Composition of the flight

As expected, at 40% of the flight
overall (excluding the Broadwing
SEFT transect), Broad-winged Hawks
(Buteo plotypterus) made up the
largest percentage of the flight at all
but three watchsites (Allegheny Front,
Brady's Bend, and Sterrett’s Gap), The
broadwing flight ranged from 4% of the
total at Brady's Bend ta T0% of the
fdight at Militia Hill. {Note: Militia Hill
counted ealy in  September and
October). This small butes made up
more than half of the flight at three
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{Jack's Mountain, Milita Hill, and
Rocky Ridge) of the 13 watchsites
(Table 2),

Red-tailed Hawks (Buteo
Jamuaicensis), at 23% of the flight
overall, made up the second largest
portion of the flight, and Sharp-
shinred Hawks (Aeeipiter strigtus), at
18% of the flight overall, made up the
third largest portion of the overall
migration. The redtail flight ranged
from 3% of the total at Militia Hill to
45% at Sterrett's Gap. (Note: Militia
Hill did not count in November),
Redtails made up at least 25% of the
flight ‘at four of the 13 watchsites
(Allegheny Front, Council Cup,
Sterrett's Gap, and Stone Mountain),
The Sharp-shinned Hawk flight ranged
from 10% of the total at Council Cup,
to 24% at Tuscarora Summit (Table 2).

As  expected, each of the
remaining 13 regular migrants
comprised less than 10% of the overall
flight. None of these species made up
more than 10% of the flight at each of
the watchsites except for Turkey
Vultures (Cathartes aure) at Brady's
Bend, where this species made up 32%
of the flight (Tabie 2},

Seasonal Highlights

Narthern Goshawks - This was
a stellar yvear for Northern Goshawks
iAcoipiter genfilis). A total of 788
individuals of this species was counted
in autumn 1995, a 352% increase gver
the 15998 count of 170. Even so
goshawks made up less than 15 of the
totzl flight at each site. Council Cap
had the fewest poshawks with 3:
Waggoners Gap had the highest count
with 218, The flight was early in 1999,
with Becond Mountain recording its
first goshawk on August 27th. The
light pesked in October-November
when 92% (703 of 76§ individualc)
weresighted. Waggoners Gaprecorded
the maximum one-day count of 29 on
November Tth,

Allegheny Front (Hedford
County) — Although the hours of
coverage at this site increased only
slightly, the flight, itself, increased by
93%, with dramatic increases in all
species reported except Merlin (Faleo
columbarins). The watchsite's
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broadwing flight more than doubled
from last year (632 in 1998 vs 1811 in
1929), Allegheny Front reported a
record 48 Persprine Falcons (Falro
peregrinus) during the season.

Brady's Bend (Clarion County)
— This was the first vear for this
watchsite in western Pennsvlvania,
Brady's Bend overlooks the Allegheny
River 50 miles northeast of Pittshurgh
in Clarien County. The site is at the
Eiverview Cwerlook arca along State
Route 68, 2 miles east of the town of
East Bradv;, With a total of 11723
raptors in 1999, thissite reported more
migrants than the McVille site used in
1898 (345 raptors recorded). Maost
migrants were Turkey Vultures {364
individuals; 32% of the flight). The site
also had relatively high numbers of
sharpshins and redtails.

Council Cup (Luzerne Cotrnty) -
Hours of observation for the watchsite
were lower than in 1995 (227 haurs in
1898 vs 138 hours in 19993, The only
recard for the site in 1999 was a one-
day count of 22 Bald Eagles
(Halioeetus levcocephalus) an
September 17th.

Hawk Mountain (Berks County)
— The watchsite had its sixth highest
count for goshawks in 1999 (178
individuals), with its highest count of
347 ocourring in 1972, There were
record highs for Black Vulture
{Coragypsatratus) (80 individuals) and
Bald Eagle {180 individuals), with a
one-day count of 30 Bald Eagles on
September 1Tth {the highest one-day
count since the early 1950z), The site
had the second highest Golden Eazgle
(Aguilo chrvsaetos)vount 6133, falling
short of the 1998 record of 148, All 18
species’ counts were higher than the
I0-yearaverage (1088-1088), cxcept for
Sharp-shinned Hawk.

Jaek's Mountain (Miflin
County) — Compiler Ran Singer
reported & Swainson's Hawk on

Octeber 2Znd, the first observed at the
watchsite since 1996. Thiz was a
record vear for Black Vultures (303
individuals). The site alsg had a record
vear for Broad-winged Hawks (2518
individuals). In addition, Bald Ezgles,
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Narthern Harriers (Cirens cvaneus),
Northern Goshawks, and Perecrine
Faleons inereased over last vear.

Little Gap (Northamgton
County) — Twelve of the 15 species
reparted at the site had 3 record vear,
and the site recorded its kighest total
ever {19,837). Species records of nate
include 152 Bald Eagles and 1483
Northern Geshawks, which compiler
Michael Schall called "extraordinary.”
Turkey WVultures also increazed
substantially (81 in 1995 vz 149 in
1592]), The only species whose numbers
were down from 1995 were harriers,

sharpshins, broadwings, aad
PETEZTINES.
Militia Hill (Montsomery

County) — A Bwainson's Hawk was
observed on September &th. On
Oetobar L2th the first Golden Eagle in
three wvears passed by the Hill,
accompanied by two Bald Eagles &
second Goelden Eagle was seen on
Detober 24th. This was a record vear
for Bald Eagles at the site, with 44
being observed. Four goshawks were
seen in Oetober, the highest count
since 1283, Jane Henderson alse noted
that hundreds of broadwings wers seen
settling down in the'trees near the site
late in the day on September 18th, and
observed leaving the next morning

Rocky Ridge (York County)— A
Swainson's Hawk was observed on
September 18th, The count at this site
was down 66% compared to 19358 (7038
total hirds in 1998 vs 2366 total
individuals in 1959), mostly due to the
record broadwing flight of 6052 they
experienced in 1893, The 1599
broadwing count of 1217 was close to
average for the site, The site also
recorded & record number of Cooper's
Hawls (decipitar cooperii) (at least for
the 1850s) with 44 birds. There also
were high counts of Northern
Goshawks, Red-shouldersd Hawks,
Red-tailed Hawks, and American
Kestrels (Faleo spervariows) for the
site.

Secoud Mountain (Lebanon
Cownty) — A Bwainson’s Hawk was
obsarved on September 18th, and was
determined to be an immature bird,
The site had record counts for Turkey
Vulture (793), Bald Eagle (80; 23
adult, 37 immatura), Northern Harter
(219), Northern Goshawk (104), Red-
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tailed Eawk 2367, Golden Eagle (77;
36 adult, 41 immature!, and Merlin
138). Harriers and goshawks alse had
one-day records, and Bald Eagles tied
the one-day record set in 1996

Sterrett's Gap (Perrmy County) —
This iz the first vear the site has
reported its counts to Pennsylvanio
Birds szince 1895 Compiler Burle
Scholfisid reported that Sharp-shinned
Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouldered
Hiwk (Buteo lineatus), and Broad-
winged Hawkcounts were down. There
were, however, “good counts™ of Red-
tatled Hawks During the first week of
Noavember almost half of the Golden
Eagles (8 of 11) recorded for the season
passed the site: No record counts were
reparted

Stone Mountain (Huatingdon
Couney) — Thiz ninth vear of coverage
at the watchsite brought the best
migration season ever. With a total
count of 5510 raptors seen, the count
“topped our previous high by almost
30%," according to compiler Greg
Grove. This was a record year for all
but four (Dsproy [Papdion halicetus!,
Buald Eagle, Golden Eagle, and Merlin)
of the 14 species recerded at the site
The redtail flight {2125 individuals)
was outstanding with a 37% increase
over the previous record of 1351 setin
1997, The observers at the site also
were: treated to a white-phase
Gyrialeon on December Tth,

Tuscarora Summit (Fulion
Caunty) —Turkey Yultures and Golden
Eaglesset new records at the site, with
3068 and 52 individuals reperted,
respectively. There also were
substantial increases over the 1983
count for all species except Black
Vulture, Bald Eagle, and Bread-
winged Hawk The Bed-railed Hawk
count more than doubled, with 1155
observed in 1999 compared to 433 seen
i 1995,

Waggoners Gap (Cumberland
County) — Compiler David Grove
reperted the highest goshawk count for
the state in 1999, with a record 213
individuals for the site. Other spacies
records include Bald Eagle (148),
Northern Harrier (420), Red-tailed
Hawlk (5731}, American Kestrel (474),
and Merlin (53). The site had the
second highest Golden Eagle count of
202, just a few birds short of the 15595

1M

ails incroased 955
over the record set in 1998, The
watchsite also had the highest Ruugt
legmed Hawk (Buteo logopus) count
{22) among the reporting watchsires,
recording ene individual more thap
HawkAlountain's roughlegcountof 21,

record of 203. Redts

Broadwing SEPT (Bueks
Countyl = The SouthEastern
Pennsylvania Transeet is an

“intersection line consisting of seven
sites in South Eastern PA, centersd
arpund Dovlestown, PA" (Hohenlsitner
1858). This was the sixth year of the
project run by Kirk and Lois Moulton.
Im 1298 the eount ran from 12 to 23
Beptember, There was & total of 459
hours logzed on the transect during 10
davs of obzervation (15 and 18 Sep.
were: rained out, and observations
oceurted at only one site on 21 Sep.,
also due to rain). A total of 23,385
migrants tallied aleng the
transect, with the peak day of 14,601
on Seprember 19th [98% were
bBroadwings). The total number of
Broad-winged Hawlks observed during
the two-week pericd was 22,211 (Table
24, slightly lower than the 1998 count
of 32,777 broadwings. The majority of
the Broad-winged Hawks seen on 19
September were at Pipersville (BA71)
and Buckingham (4892}, The Danbora
site between these two locations
counted 110 of thesz buteos on this
peak day, indieating “two rivers of
raplors, separated by 10 miles, with
almaost nothing in between,” according
to compiler Kirk Moulton.

W4z
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