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Spring Raptor Migration Summary 2005

Gail Hall Farmer

Five watchsites reported counts for
spring 2005 (Tables 1 and 2), A total of
7,570 raptors representing 17 species
was reported. The passage rate for all
species for five sites ranged from 3.02 to
(.35 raptors per hour (average 6.0}
Count effort (hours of obzervation) for
the five watchsites totaled 1456 hours,
ranging from 124 to 399 hours among
sites. Comparing data among watchsites
15 difficult because of differences in count
cffort. Allegheny Fromt and Tussey
Mountain counted for a week in
February and throughout all of March,
whereas Rose Tree Park and Tuscarora
Summit counted only during late March,
and Hawk Mountain counted only one
day that month. All of the sites had good
coverage in April, but only Allegheny
Front and Hawk Mountain extended the
counts into May,

Composition of the Might

Red-tuiled Hawks (Huteo
Janateensisy made up 23% of the overall
flight (ranpge 13-28%), and their
migration peaked in late March - early
April. Red-tailed Hawk numbers were
followed closely by Broad-winged Hawlks
{Buteo platypterus). which appeared at
watchsites beginning in early April,
peaking in the second halfof the month,
and making up 21% of the overall flight
(range of 12-33%). Broadwings were the
most commeon species at Howk Mountain
and Hose Troe Park, whereas Red-tails
were the most abundant species at
Allegheny Front and Tussey Mountain,
and Turkey Vultures (Catharfes auwra)
were the most eommen apecie: counled
at Tuscarora Summit (47%).

Turkev Vultures were the thipd
most abundant species overall, making
up 18% of the total count {range of 1-
17900 Vultures were scen as early as
February, with most individuals passing
in March (Table 2). Sharp-shinned
Hawks (Accipiter strioiuz),  whose
migration peaked in March and April,
were the only other species that made-up
close to 10% of the overall flight (9%),

At all sites, Osprevs (Pandion
hialioetus) wore first seen in late March,
with the earliest siphting at. Rose Tree
Park on March 21, Osprey numbers
peaked in the middle of April. For
watchsites that also conduct nutumn

counts (i.e., all except Tussey Mountain),
Ospreys and Northern Harrers (Ciress
cvaneus) are relatively more common in
spring than they are in autumn, whoreas
Sharp-shinned Hiowks are relatively less
COMMON in spring.

Ning of twelve Peregrine Faleons
(Falco  peregrinus)  were  roported
between April 5 and 28 and seventeen of
the thirty Merling (F, columbariug) were
seen in late March. More than 60% of
American Kestrels (F. sparverius) were
counted in April, Golden Eagles (Aguila
ehrysactos) were the earlicst migrants to
arrive in spring; 5% of all Golden Bagles
counted were delected in February, with
Allegheny Front and Tussev Mountain
accounting for all of these obzervations.

Seasonal Highlights

Allegheny Front (Bedford County)
—The most common migrants thisspring
were Red-tailed Hawks (6200, Broad-
winped Hawks (442), Turkey Vultures
(427), and Sharp-shinned Hawks (213).
March 30" was the day to be at
Allegheny this spring. when 10% of the
overall Tight passed (205 birds). Season
highs on the 30" included Sharp-shinned
Hawks (38), Cooper's Hawks (Accipiter
cooperit) (24), Red-shouldered Hawks
(Buleo lineatus; 11), and Merlins (3).
Seventy percent of the Broadwing (light
was observed between April 14 - 200
Season record counts included G20 Red-
tailed Hawks, 213 Sharp-shinned
Hawks, 20 Black Vultures (Corasyps
atratus), and 91 Cooper's Hawks,
Allerheny had the highest overall count
{among watchsites) for both Merlins (109

and Pereprine Faleans (8),

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary (Berks
and Schuylkill Counties) - The peak of
the spring flight was o 137-hird eount
{13% of the season's total) on April 24,
Seventy-five percent of the birds counted
on that day were Broadwings (104), One-
hundred and thirtv-four Osprevs weras
counted this geason, 23% of which were
detected on the 5" and 6" of May (23 and
10 birds, respectively). The peak period
of migration during the officia]l count
(April 1 — May 15) was April 17 - 26,
when nearly 75% of the season's Broad-
winged Hawks passed, as did more than
one-quarter of Ospreve nnd Northern

Harriers, and one-third

Watchsite County
Allegheny Front Bedford

Hawk Mountain Berks-Schuylkil
Rose Tree Park Delaware
Tuscarara Summit Fulton

Tussey Mountain Centre

Table 1. Watchsites reporting for spring 2005.

of Bald Eagles and

PENNSEYLVANIA BIRDS

Sharp-shinned Hawks,
Season  records  (since
Hours of 1951-‘.1',1 were set for Black
s Vultures (21} and
ARaRation Northern Gozhawks
3485 (Aecipiter gentifes; 3).
230 One  Mississippi Kite
201 {fetinia  mississipiensis)
124 was observed on April

413 <k
Rose Tree Park

115

iDelaware  Countv) — This  spring
resulted in the lowest total count and
rate of passage (4.1 birds per hour versus
average of 9.5 birds per hour) recorded in
seven vears, and brought below-average
flights for Broadwings (270; 6 vear
average = 1435) and American Kestrels
{B2; B vear average = 1235), as well as
Turkey Vultures (133} and Sharp-
shinned Hawks (157). Almost one-third
24) of the American Kestrels were
counted on April 6, 55% of the Osprey
flight occurved on March 30", and 85% of
the Broadwings were observed betweean
April 17 and 21", Other highlights for
the season include vecord-breoking
counts for Cooper's Hawks (800 and Bald
Eagles {56), the highest of any other
watchsite this season.

Tuscarora Summit {Fulton County) —
March 26" was the biggest day, with a
record-breaking 58 Red-tails, 10 Sharp-
shinsg, and 156 Turkey Vultures. In faet,
over 80% of the total Aight for Turkey
Vultures was obzerved on that dav, This
was the only site at which Turkey
Vultures (226) made up more than 45%
of the overall Right, Red-tails (104) were
the second most common migrant,
comprising 21% of the total fAight
composition, Only 81 Broadwings were
counted this spring, and 60% of them
passed through on the 18% and 19" of
April. One Golden Eugle was spotted on
April 21,

Tussey Mountain (Contre County) —

Red-tailed Hawks (664), Turkey
Vultures (607), and Broad-winged
Hawks (462) were predominant at

Tussev Mountain thiz spring. The peak
periad of migration for several species
was March 28 — 31, including season
high counts on March 30" of 1459 Turkey
Vulturez, 89 Red-tailed Hawks, and 13
American Kestrels, and season high
comints on the 317 for Sharp-shinned
Hawks (38) and Cooper's Hawks (16),
Tuszey Mountain also had the highest
count of Red-shouldered Hawks (82,
0% of which were counted in March.
Peak flightz of Golden Eagles necurred in
mid-March (Mareh 12 — 19, with an
average of 11 eagles per day and a tatal
of 178 for the senson.
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