Raptor Migration Summary - Spring 2010
Laurie Goodrich

SHix foot snow cover and record hot
wenther limited migration count efforts
und totals in the 2010 =pring migration
season. One of the heoviest February
snowlalle on reeord for south-central
counties lept Allegheny Front from
tallying enrly senson migrants. Spring
eounts ended during the second-hottest
April anel Moy for northenstern states
m omore than 100 years. Precipitation
wivs below-normal and gkies were often
cloudless during peak migrauon  for
Brond-wanged Hawk in April, perhinps
promoting hrosd front movement and
high altitude (light as birds erossed the
atate. At Presgue Tele, winds often
pushed birds awny from the shoreline
pesteltng e lower eounts thon were
obmereed o 200,

Migration Sununary

Fivie  Pennavivanino  watchsites
tullied 14,664 migrant raptors of 16
apecies tn 216 davs of coverage botwien
25 Februnry and 16 May 2010,
Although no  kites seen from
officind watehsites, an adult Missiasipp
Iite wns ohserved  flying  southwest
from Howlk Mountain's South Lookout
oy 2 May (R Dugue and B, Peralta,
vhservers), The largest one-dny spring
count or any gite oceurred at Preague
lale on 1 Murel when 2780 hawks of 11
gpecies were counted ncluding 2407
Turkey Vultures.
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Table 1: Pennsylvania watch-sites
reporting for spring 2008
| Site Hours | Total

_Allegheny Front 356 | 1560
Council Cup g 58
‘Hawk Mountain 224 T8d
Presque |sle 182 gr7a7
Tussey Mountain. 227327
Total 1100 | 13554

Hours of effort dipped m 2010
{1100y primarily due to the unusual
weather, Despite a late start to their
senson,  Allegheny  Front led m
watchsite hours with 356, and Presgue
Tsle led in migrant totals with 9787
birds {Tahle 1, Figure 1), Spring
migration count effort has shifted
peographically in recent vears as sites
in southern Pennsvlvamia enjoy less
coverage (e.g. Tusearora Summit, Rose
Tree Park), whereas Presque Isle has
been ndded in the northwest along the

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

Lake Ere shore. Only one site
conducted counts in February (Tussey
Mountain), and only three sites
counted into Mav (Hawk Mountain,
Allegheny Front. and Presgue Isle).
Passage rates for the state were 1242
birds per hour, with individual sites
ranging from 3.7 to 0.8 migrants per
hour (Table 3).

Turkey Vulture state totals (T464)
surpnssed the Broad-winged Hawk
counts (1638) for the first time. This
switch occurred on the heels of an
expanding northern population  of
viltures, better coverage of Inkeshore
flights, and unusually hot and ¢lear
weather during  peak  Brosd-winged
Hawk flight period. Many watchers
suspected the hulk of the northbound
Broad-winged Hawks flew over the
state without detection due to the deal
flight conditions. The wnusunlly low
Broad-winged Howk peak  one-dny
counts at spring sites lughlight this

pattern (Table 2). Osprey, another
migrant which passes through the

stale primarily in April, also was

below-average (281) (Table 3. In
contrast, two early migrants wers
tallied in above.sverage numbers:

Golden Eagle (285) and Red-shouldered
Hawk (373) (Tahle 3). Two sites set
new records for Black  Vulture,
reflecting  their expanding  range
Lastly, Bald Eagles were seen from
every site in good numbers, although
the timing of peak fights varied
substantinlly between western ridges
and other sites (Table 2).

Site Highlights

Allegheny Front (Bedford) - Six ket
of snow closed access to Allegheny
Front for late February and early
March, Counts did not begin untl 9
March and daily coverage was delaved
to 16 March. Despite this challenge,
stalwart counters manned the site for
52 days and covered more hours than
any other watchsite (356). Counters
tallied 1569 migrant raptors before the
last count dav on 5 Mav (Table 1. 3)
Soon after they opened access, watcher
Tom Dick recorded the highest one-day
count for the season—164 hawks—
including 28 Golden Eagles. I8 Red-
shouldered Hawks, and 34 Red-tailed
Hawks. An early Peregrine Falcon was
recorded, nas well as a Northern
Goshawk.

70

In 2010, Allegheny Front set a new
geazon record for Black Vulture (27)
and tallied an above-avernge 87 Golden
Eagles for the seasom (Table 3). The
Cooper's Hawk count also was above-
average (59), whereas Brond-winged
Hawk. Sharpshinned Hawk, DBald
Encle. and Osprey counts were below
nvernge (288, 185, 14, amd 6l
respectivelvl. Rate of passage ol
Allegheny Front was 4.4 birds per hour
overall ond the top three most
numerous migrants  were Red-tailed
Hawk (27% of total hawks), Broad.
winged Howk (18%), ond  Turkey
Vuleare (17%) (Table 3).

Council Cup (Luserne) — Three days
of April counts at Council Cup yielded
55 eoptor migrants of seven specics
Gusty west winds on 21 April brought
the highest count for the season (26
raptors) including three immature and
one ndult Bald Engle, Five Osproy wire
seen including one sparring with on
immature Bald Eagle for about twa
minutes before continuing north, The
Couneill Cup rate of passage was .4
hirds per hour of coverage with the
pridominant migrants being  Broacd-
winged Howks (2% of total) and
Turkey Vultures (22%) (Table ). The
Osprey and Bald Eagle counts were
notable for the low number of houwrs
covered at this Susguahanng River site
(5 and 4, respectively). With greater
eovernge this site could prove an
important monitoring site for these two
Species.

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary (Berks
and Schuyikill) = Five migrant raptors
sailed morth past the rdge top on 26
March to begin the 2010 count. A total
of %34 diurnal raprors were counted in
294 hours from 26 March to 15 May,
founts were up 30% Ffrom last year's
total of 643 but still 23% below the 110-
vear average of 1109, Above-average
season counts were recorded for Turkey
Vulture, Osprev, and American
Kezirel, and new season records were
sot for Black Vulture (45), Bald Eagle
i34) and Cooper's Hawk (T0y (Tuble 3,
In eontrazt, Hed-tailed Hawk and
Broad-winged Hawk totals (B0, 295)
were helow the 10-vear avernze (Table
3). Hawk Mountain's overall rate of
passage wans 3.7 birds per hour, with
Broad-winged Hawk and Osprey
representing the greatest proportion of
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Table 2. Peak count dates for selected species at  April A strong
selected Pennsylvania watch sites. sauth wind on 1

Br.-winged Hawk Bald Eagle April pushed
Site Count Data Count Date hundreds of birds
Allegheny Front 60 4120 5 3T toward the |ake
Hawk Mountain a8 4/27 5 4120 shore, with many
‘Presque Isle 345 4124 T 4130 remaining low
Tussey Mountain 35 4/19 5 35 through mid-day. A

the Might (38% and 16%. respectively)
1 Talale 3,

The highest one-dov count  of
Browd-winged Hawk (88) and Osprev
24} oecurred on 27 Aprl among 129
totnd migrnnis (Table 1 3) Totals also
included seven Black Vultures and
three Bald Eaples. As testament to
thewr widespread recovery, Bald Engles
wire gighted nearly every day (=80%)
fromm Sanctuary lookouts,  although
many appedred o be moving locally
and not magrnung. Laght  northwest
winds on Aprl 20 careed Dwve adult
Hald  Eoples the
[ookout, o one-day count  of
migrants (Talle 2}

porthwonrd
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Proesgue Isle (frie) - Northerly wands
kepit overnll vounts at this relatively
new  site below  las tullies.
Despite the wedather, Presgue Dsle led
the swnte e totsl  spring  mograonts
(97897 at on rate of 50,9 hrds per hour
{Table 1. 3) Counts began 7 March and
continued through 12 May with the
highest number passing north on 1

vonr's

parade of 2407
Turkev Vultures led to the high one-
doy count of the season, 2780, Compiler
Jerry MeWillinme and  three other
counters enjoved mntes such as i
Rough-legred Hawk and two Northern
Goshawks amidst the 11 rmptor species
gightied  for the dav., Hundreds of
blackbuds poured past throughout the
morning as well. North winds kept
Brond-winged Howks south of the
shore and out of view of the watchsite
through the peak of their migration in
mid to lnte April.

When  winds  turned o the
southeast on 24 April. Presgue Isle
ricorded the highest one-day count for
Brond-winged Hawks (345), Lower
season totals were ohserved for Osprey,
Bald Eagle, Broad-winged Hawk, and
Amenicnn Kestrel (Table 33, however
higher numbers were oheerved in some
early migrants, including
Turkey  Vulture, Coopers Hawk,
Morthern Goshawk, Hed-shouldered
Hawk, and Red-tailed Hawk. Turkes
Vultures comprsed 71% of the total
flight (Table 33, Counters recorded the

SENS0N

season-high count of Bald Eagles for
the state (71 on 30 April among o late
spason push of 345 migrants. The light
was highlighted by four immature Bald
Engles gliding past in unison and o
lone acdult Peregrine Faleon shooting
breathlessly low past the watchsine

Tussey Mountain (Cratre) — Tussey
Mountain launched their spring season
on 25 February amid wind-driven snow
and northwest winds, A lone Turkey
Vitlture  headed  nporth,  perhaps on
foith, Four Golden Eagles followed st
twir dnvas lnter before snow  inerensad
and vimimliey doummshed,  Counters
recorded ahove-avernge season counts
of  Hed-shouldered  Hawk (67) and
Cioleden Eagle (2010, but helow-nveragie
counts for Broamd-winged Hawle (100),
Turkey Vaulture (1650 and  Red-tiilad
Howk (394). Rate of possage o aoll
roptors was 4.2 por hour, with Red.
tatled Hoawks numbering 1.2 per hour
The top three most abundnnt mgrants
for Tussey were Red-tniled Howk (300
of flight), Golden Eagle (15%), nnd
Sharpeshmned Huwwhk (18%) (Table 3y
The prominence of Golden Eogle ot
Tussey  Mountain  underseores  the
eritical importanee of the weat-contenl
mdwes, e, Tusaey  Mountam  and
Allegpheny  Front, for eastern Goblden
Fagles honding norch,

Tussey recorded o banner flight of
Golden Engles o & opnd 90 March,
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tallving 61 eqples in the two day period
(33 and 28 respectively). Counter Jon
Kauffman  reported northwest winds
and clear skies on the 8th kept many of
the merning eagles low along the ridge.
Muany of the doyv's eagles were adults
and some showed full erops indicating
recent feeding, Other migrants for the
twa days included Red-tailed and Red-
shouldered hawls along with the site’s
first American Kestrel and Northern
Harrier of the season {Table &)

Upunter Nick Bolgiano tallied the
one-dny high count for Tussey on 3
April: 131 raptors of 11 species.
Suuthenst winds stirred o season-peak
eount of Sharp-shinned and Red-tailed
howlis (45, 430 ns well as Osprev (100
Thie site's only two Peregrine Faleons
alate plided north. Northwest winds on
18 April ushered in the highest one-day
covnt ol Brond-winged Hoawks (36) for
the wite. Chher migrants included 8
Reh-tiiloedl Huowks, & Sharp-shinned
Hpwhs, & Osprev, ond 2 American
Kestrele. The lnet two Golden Eagles
were seon on 21 April bringing the
gpepant totnl for the species to 201, the
higlsest for the-state,

Conelusion

The spring 2010  season  was
challenped by abundant snow in early
sendon, contrary winds, and  record
high temperatires in late  senson.
Counters still recorded above-nverage
state counts for six out of sixtesn
species and  more  than 13,000

migrating raptors. Mosi sites reported
many close-flving raptors and a
diversity of other migrants from
Common Loons to Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds. Next spring when the
first warm winds stir from the south,
join fellow birders at a nearhy lookout
to celebrate Pennsvivanias returning
raptor migrants. For information on
Pennsyvlvania  watchsites.  directions;
contacts; and daily counts. please see
<www. hawkcount.org>,
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Tm'kiﬁl' Vulture icamamas aural. Better coverage of the Lake Erin shore, an expanding
norhem population of Turkey Vultures, and unfavorable conditions for hawkwatching during
tha peak ol Broad-winged Hawk migration were all p:mhln factors that led to Turkey
Vultures surpassing Broad-wings in total individuals for the spring season for the first time.
Turkey Vullures accounted for 55% of the total spring flight in 2010. (Photo by Geolf Malash)
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Key to Species Headers for Table 3

BLWVU Black Vulture

TUVU Turkey Vullure
OSPR Ospray

BAEA Bald Eagle

NOHA Marthern Harrier
SSHA Sharp-shinned Hawk
COHA Cooper's Hawk
NOGO Morthern Goshawk
RSHA Red-shouldered Hawk
BWHA Broad-winged Hawk
RTHA Red-alled Hawk
RLHA Rough-iegged Hawk
GOEA Golden Eagle

AMKE American Kestral
MERL Merlin

PEFA Peregrine Falcon
STKI Swallow-1ailed Kile
UNID unidentified
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