Spring Raptor Migration Summary 2000
By Jennifer Ottinger and Keith L. Bildstein

Five watchsites reported counts
for spring 2000 (Tables 1 and 2).
Counts were conducted for from 84 to
253 hours at each site for a grand total
of 890 hours of observation. A total of
6,446 raptors representing 17 species
was reported. A new watchsite, White
Deer Ridge, in Lycoming County,
reported numbers for the first time.
Highlights include a Rough-legged
Hawk (Buteo lagopus) at Tussey
Mountain, and a Mississippi Kite
(Ictinia mississippiensis) at Rose Tree
Park.

Count efforts (hours of
observation) for all watchsites
increased considerably over those in
1998 (there was no published
summary for spring 1999). Overall,
this year’s effort was more than twice
that of 1998 (890 hours versus 348
hours). Three watchsites (Allegheny
Front, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, and
Rose Tree Park) logged more than 200
hours of effort in spring 2000. Tussey
Mountain and White Deer Ridge each
had fewer than 100 hours of
observation (Table 1).

Composition of the Flight

As expected, at 43% of the overall
flight, Broad-winged Hawks (Buteo
platypterus) made up the largest
percentage of the flight at all but two
watchsites (Tussey Mountain and
White Deer Ridge). The broadwing
flight ranged from 0% of the total at
Tussey Mountain, which counted only
in February and March, to 63% of the
flight at Rose Tree Park (Table 2).

At 15% of the overall flight, Red-
tailed Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis) were
the second most numerous migrants.
At 10% and 7% of the overall flight,
respectively, Turkey Vultures
(Cathartes aura) and Sharp-shinned
Hawks (Accipiter striatus) were the
next most common migrants. Redtails
ranged from 4% of the total at Rose
Tree Park, to 54% at Tussey Mountain.
This species made up at least 15% of
the flight at three of the five
watchsites (Allegheny Front, Tussey
Mountain, and White Deer Ridge).
Turkey Vultures ranged from <1% of
the flight at Hawk Mountain, to 32% of
the flight at White Deer Ridge. Sharp-
shinned Hawks made up no more than
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6% of the flight at each watchsite,
except for Hawk Mountain Sanctuary,
where this small accipiter made up
12% of the flight. Ospreys (Pandion
haliaetus), which made up 6.6% of the
overall flight, ranged from none at
Tussey Mountain, to 9% of the flight at
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary (Table 2).

Each of the remaining 11 regular
migrants made up less than 5% of the
overall and individual flights, except
Golden Eagles (Aquila chrysaetos),
which made up 13% of the flight at
Tussey Mountain (Table 2).

Seasonal Highlights

Allegheny Front
Bedford County

Dean Jobe reported that the flight
more than doubled from the previous
year’s migration, even though effort
remained similar (759 individuals in
216 hours in 1999 versus 1,878
individuals in 239 hours in 2000). This
watchsite reported a record year both
for Ospreys (165) and Golden Eagles
(77). The Osprey count was the
watchsite’s highest count ever, spring
or autumn. The Golden Eagle count
was the highest for any watchsite this
spring.

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
Berks County

This was the third consecutive
year of consistent spring counts at the
watchsite. As was true in 1998 and
1999, the count was conducted almost
entirely by Sanctuary interns. This
year’s count was the highest of the
three. Broad-winged Hawks nearly
doubled from the previous year (642 in
2000 versus 338 in 1999), and there
were substantial increases for Ospreys,
Sharp-shinned Hawks, and Red-tailed
Hawks. In addition, seven Merlins
(Falco columbarius) were seen at the
watchsite.

Rose Tree Park
Delaware County

This is the first year of reporting
since 1997 for this watchsite at a park
in Media, west of Philadelphia. A
Mississippi Kite was seen on May 1%,
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Compiler Jim Lockyer noted that the
count of 2,010 birds exceeded the 1999
count. This was a record year for all
species at the site except Broad-winged
Hawks and Red-shouldered Hawks
(Buteo lineatus). Broad-winged Hawks
made up a larger percentage of the
flight (64%) than at any other
watchsite.

Tussey Mountain
Centre County

A Rough-legged Hawk was seen
on February 28%. This was sixth year
of counts at this part-time watchsite
(no count was made in 1999), and
counts were only conducted in
February and March. Red-tailed
Hawks increased during the month of
March over the 1998 count (190 in
2000 versus 154 in 1998). This year
also brought the third highest Golden
Eagle count for the watchsite (40 in
March). The highest count for this
species at the watchsite was 88 in
March 1998.

White Deer Ridge
Lycoming County

This is the first year of
observation at this watchsite, atop
White Deer Ridge, 2.5 miles south of
Williamsport, in Armstrong Township.
Turkey Vultures were the most
numerous migrant (275 individuals;
32% of the overall flight). The site also
reported 25 Golden Eagles during six
days of counts in early March, and
nine Northern Harriers (Circus
cyaneus) on April 1%, A white (albino?)
Red-tailed Hawk was seen on March
25th,
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